




1. Finding the right web-
GIS/digital mapping platform 



Discover Medieval Chester 
AHRC-funded knowledge 
transfer research project 
 
http://medievalchester.ac.uk/ 
 
Web-resource launched May 3! 

A long search across different GIS-based research projects for online platforms: 
•  ‘Mapping the Medieval Townscape’ (2003-2005) 
•  ‘Mapping Medieval Chester’ (2008-9) 
•  ‘Linguistic Geographies’ (2009-11) 
•  ‘Discover Medieval Chester’ (2012-13) 

http://medievalchester.ac.uk/


“Mapping 
Medieval 
Chester”  

Web-served 
‘distributed’ 
GIS (using 
MapServer) 





“Discover Medieval Chester” AHRC-funded knowledge transfer research project 
Overlaying medieval Chester onto Google Earth: ‘Discover medieval Chester’ 



Digital Atlas of Derry/Londonderry (Northern Ireland) - 
http://go.qub.ac.uk/derrycityatlas - based upon the Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA). 



Layering time and space through mapping 
medieval urban geographies using GIS 
• Two current challenges: 

 
• 1. Finding the right web-GIS/mapping platform for 

delivering spatial data – going from a desktop GIS to a 
distributed GIS… 

• 2. Defining new research agendas through the 
application of spatial technologies – shaping medieval 
studies at a global scale… 
• Hidden histories through quantifying qualitative data 
• Comparing patterns and forms across time and space 




